
STATEMENT FROM HOSPIRA Regarding its halt of production of Pentothal™ 
(sodium thiopental) (Jan. 21, 2011): 

LAKE FOREST, Ill., Jan. 21, 2011 - Hospira announced today it will exit the sodium 
thiopental market and no longer attempt to resume production of its product, Pentothal™. 

Hospira had intended to produce Pentothal at its Italian plant. In the last month, we've 
had ongoing dialogue with the Italian authorities concerning the use of Pentothal in 
capital punishment procedures in the United States – a use Hospira has never 
condoned.  Italy's intent is that we control the product all the way to the ultimate end user 
to prevent use in capital punishment.  These discussions and internal deliberation, as well 
as conversations with wholesalers - the primary distributors of the product to customers - 
led us to believe we could not prevent the drug from being diverted to departments of 
corrections for use in capital punishment procedures. 

Based on this understanding, we cannot take the risk that we will be held liable by the 
Italian authorities if the product is diverted for use in capital punishment. Exposing our 
employees or facilities to liability is not a risk we are prepared to take. 

Given the issues surrounding the product, including the government's requirements and 
challenges bringing the drug back to market, Hospira has decided to exit the market. We 
regret that issues outside of our control forced Hospira's decision to exit the market, and 
that our many hospital customers who use the drug for its well-established medical 
benefits will not be able to obtain the product from Hospira.  


