A Commumication From The Chief Legal Officets OF The Following States
Alabaria * Colorado * Delaware * Florida ¥ Idaho * Migsissippi Missour} ¢ Nevada * Oregon
¥ Pepnesses * Utah * Washington * Wyoming

January 25, 2011

Attorney General Exic Holder
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Holder:

'The majority of jurisdictions in the United States that inchade the death penalty as an
authorized punishment in certain ¢ases, including the Pedersl Governioent, provide for lethel
injection as the pregoribad method of cxecution. Tn a majority of thoss capital-crime
jurisdictions, again in¢luding the Federal Goverment, it is the only preséribed method of
execution.  We, the Attomneys General of the States lgted below, seek youx agsistancs in
resolving an issue COnCANing the procurement of one of the presetibed medications used in
lethal injeation protocols. ’

' The protocal used by most of the jurladictions employing lethal in iection includes the
drug sodium thiopental, an dltra-shott-ncting batbiturate. Sodium thiopental I8 in very short
supply worldwide and, for varions reasons, essentlally unavailable on the open gaarket. For
thage jucisdictions that have {he drug available, their supplies are very sme}jl —~ measuyed ina

 handfol of doges. The result s that many jurisdictions shortly will be unable to parform
cxecutlons in ¢ases where appenls have been exhausted and Governurs have signed death
warrants.

Therefore, we solicit your assistance in either identifying an appropriate souyea for
godium thiopental or making supplies held by the Federal Gavernment availablo to the States.
We also request ap opportunity 0 discuss this importeat matter with you,

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Ll \
John Kroger _ , Tuther Strange

Oregon Attomay Genersl Alabamoa Altorney General
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John Suthers
Coloradoe Attomey General
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Pam, Bondi
Florida Attornay General
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Jim Hood
WMississippl Attorney Generdl
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Catherine Cortez Masto
Nevada Attomey General
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Mark Shurtleff
Utah Attorney General

Bruce Salzbutg
‘Wyoming Attormney General
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Joseph Biden I
Delaware Attorey Genceral

Lawtence Wasden
Idsha Attorney Gengral
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Chris Kogter
Missouri Attorney General

Robert Cooper
Tennassos Attcrney General
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Rob McKenna
Washington Altotney General
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